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A  rare  “super  blue  blood  moon”  
kept thousands of people in Singa-
pore  captivated  for  about  three  
hours last night, with some peering 
through telescopes to catch the cos-
mic event also witnessed by others 
around the world.

A lunar eclipse, a blue moon and 
a supermoon occurred simultane-
ously – in a rare coincidence which 
last happened on March 31, 1866, 
almost 152 years ago. 

An  estimated  5,000  visitors  
flocked to The Observatory at the 
Science  Centre  Singapore  to  use  
one of 11 telescopes set up to catch 
the  rare  lunar  eclipse.  A  special  
viewing  session  was  held  from  
7.30pm to 10.30pm. 

At around 8.50pm, a full eclipse 
was visible, prompting visitors to 
whip out their phones and cameras 
to capture the moment.

Ms Sally Sun, 28, a mechanical en-
gineer who viewed the full eclipse 
through one of the telescopes, said: 
“There was a gradient of brown to 

red.  I’ve seen the blood moon in 
many photos, but it’s amazing and 
meaningful to see it for yourself, as 
I’m a big fan of astronomy.”

Mr Karthik Addagarla, 30, an op-
erations manager, had to queue for 
about two hours at the Science Cen-
tre. He said: “It was worth my time. 
This  is  a  rare  phenomenon.  
Through the telescope, I could see 
the red moon  much clearer  than  
with the naked eye.”

Over at  National  Junior College 
(NJC), about 300 people gathered 
at eight observation decks set up at 

the school to watch the astronomi-
cal  phenomenon.  They  included  
the college’s students and their par-
ents, along with staff and their fami-
lies. NJC also invited students and 
teachers from other schools, includ-
ing Greenridge Primary, Northland 
Secondary and Kranji Secondary.

Explaining the blood moon phe-
nomenon,  Science  Centre  Singa-
pore chief executive Lim Tit Meng 
said sunlight is  of multiple wave-
lengths,  and  longer  wavelengths,  
such as those of a red colour, are de-
flected and cast onto the Moon dur-

ing the lunar eclipse. 
The shorter wavelengths are in-

stead  scattered  into  the  atmos-
phere, he said. 

During a lunar eclipse, the Moon 
enters the Earth’s shadow. When 
there is  a  total  lunar  eclipse,  the 
Moon takes on a red colour and is 
known as a blood moon.

Because last night’s full moon was 
the second full moon of the month, 
it was dubbed a blue moon. It does 
not appear  blue,  but  is  given  the 
name for its rarity as it occurs once 
every two years and eight months.

As for the supermoon, the term 
refers to  when a full  moon coin-
cides with the Moon being the clos-
est to Earth.

Astronomy  enthusiasts  in  other  
parts of the world, such as western 
North  America,  the  Middle  East,  
eastern Russia, Australia and New 
Zealand,  and  other  parts  of  Asia,  
could also observe the cosmic event. 
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Janice Heng 

Once  the  23  transformation  road  
maps have been rolled out for spe-
cific  industries,  the  focus  should  
then turn to looking at possible over-
laps between sectors, said Finance 
Minister Heng Swee Keat.

Mr Heng told a forum last night: 
“We really don’t want to think of In-
dustry Transformation Maps as just 
another set of vertical silos.” 

Instead,  it  is  important to con-
sider “the convergence of sectors”, 
as global and technological changes 
cause industry boundaries to blur. 
Mr Heng cited the overlap between 
finance and technology, resulting in 
the growing area of fintech.

The next  phase  of  transforma-
tion will involve the Government 
considering clusters of industries 
to see what synergies can be re-
alised, he added, pointing to retail 
and real estate as examples of a po-
tential overlap.

Mr Heng,  who was speaking at  
the launch of a six-part forum se-

ries by the EDB Society and Singa-
pore Management University, also 
defended the Industry Transforma-
tion Maps, which had come under 
scrutiny last month for potentially 
not addressing companies’ needs.

He  gave  concrete  examples  of  
how sectors have benefited from 
these road maps. In food manufac-
turing, firms have come together to 
share technological facilities such 
as high-pressure processing, which 
extends the shelf life of food prod-
ucts while preserving quality.

Others have grouped together to 
offer  uniquely  Singaporean  food  
products such as bak kut teh and 
laksa cookies to the global market, 
helping them build their internation-
alisation capabilities collectively.

Much more remains to be done, 
Mr  Heng  noted,  including  in  the  
area of helping companies go global.

He cited the merger of govern-
ment  agencies  Spring  Singapore  
and International Enterprise Singa-
pore to form the one-stop agency 
Enterprise Singapore.

But firms have to do their part, 

he noted, saying: “I caution all our 
economic agencies  that  it  is  not  
our job to run business. It is our job 
to be helpful.

“If businesses expect us to design 
a plan for them to just follow, then 
they will also not succeed.” 

What  is  important  is  for  busi-
nesses, the Government and others 
to work in partnership to achieve 
more, he pointed out.

Mr Heng called on trade associa-
tions  and  business  chambers  to  
step up and champion transforma-
tion, and research institutes to part-
ner companies in their journey.

In the question-and-answer ses-

sion after his speech, Mr Heng was 
asked for his thoughts on the hot 
topic of political succession and Sin-
gapore’s next prime minister.

Stressing that the prime minister 
is “first  among equals”,  Mr Heng 
said that what ultimately matters is 
having a strong, cohesive team. He 
also urged  Singaporeans  to think  
about the “quality of the process” 
rather than the timeline.

Beyond politics, the question for 
Singapore is how to “grow the lead-
ership at all levels of our society” – 
including  academia,  the  private  
sector and  the people sector,  he  
said, adding that a sense of unity 
and purpose must apply across all 
these levels.

The forum, which is supported by 
the Economic Development Board, 
was the first in the Enterprise & En-
trepreneur Series that will look at 
transformation and value creation 
in areas such as digitalisation, ad-
vanced manufacturing and energy. 

Last night’s panel discussion cov-
ered issues such as tackling man-
power constraints due to the age-
ing population and getting young 
Singaporeans to consider working 
in South-east Asia.
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Sovereign  wealth  fund  GIC  has  
joined  a  Blackstone-led  consor-
tium to take a majority stake in the 
financial  and  risk  business  of  
news group Thomson Reuters.

The Blackstone-led consortium 
will own 55 per cent of the equity 
in a  new corporation created to 
hold the business, in a stake valued 
at US$11 billion (S$14.4 billion).

Thomson Reuters will retain a 
45 per cent stake valued at US$9 
billion, with the overall valuation 
of the company at US$20 billion.

The financial and risk business 
provides information and data an-
alytics and enables financial trans-
actions. It is used by trading, in-
vestment, financial and corporate 
professionals,  and  also  provides  
regulatory and risk management 
solutions.

It will enter into a 30-year con-
tract for the exclusive rights to dis-
tribute Reuters News through all 
its products. 

Reuters News will remain a part 
of Thomson Reuters and will not 
be included in the assets being ac-
quired.  Reuters  News  will  con-
tinue to have complete editorial in-
dependence, according to a joint 
statement by the consortium.

The transaction is expected to 
be closed in the second half of the 
year. 

Mr Choo Yong Cheen, chief in-
vestment officer of Private Equity 
at GIC, said: “As a long-term value 
investor, we believe this business 
transformation  will  enable  (the  
new entity) to focus on its core 
customer base and be in a strong 
position to continue delivering in-
novative products to the market.” 

Ms Mia Zhang, a consultant at 
Frost & Sullivan, believes the deal 
is a “good investment bet” for GIC: 
“The returns are expected to be 
steady, while the risks are low.”

As  the  business  unit  provides  
regulatory and risk management 
solutions, it can help GIC to better 
identify future investment poten-
tial, as well as diversify its overall 
portfolio under management, she 
said.

Ms Zhang noted that since last 
year, GIC has mainly invested in 
real  estate,  financial  technology  
and innovation solutions.

“Acquisition of financial analy-
sis platforms will reduce the GIC’s 
overall portfolio risk and provide 
additional  industry  insights  and  
regulatory support to other invest-
ment decisions,” she said.

The  deal  will  see  Blackstone  
compete  with  services  such  as  
Bloomberg, whose terminals are 
the market leader in providing the 
financial sector with news, data 
and analytics.
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Left: Last night’s 
supermoon seen 
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Upper East 
Coast Road. 

Below: People 
gathered at the 
Science Centre, 
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viewing session 
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Important to study ‘convergence of sectors’ 
as tech changes lead to overlaps: Minister 

Thousands 
in S’pore 
spellbound 
by ‘super blue 
blood moon’ 

The next phase of 
transformation will involve 
the Government 
considering clusters of 
industries to see what 
synergies can be realised, 
Mr Heng added, pointing to 
retail and real estate as 
examples of a potential 
overlap.

Heng identifies next phase 
after industry road maps 

GIC in deal to buy stake 
in Thomson Reuters unit
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